
WAC 388-478-0005  Cash assistance need and payment standards and 
grant maximum.  (1) Need standards for cash assistance programs repre-
sent the amount of income required by individuals and families to 
maintain a minimum and adequate standard of living. Need standards are 
based on assistance unit size and include basic requirements for food, 
clothing, shelter, energy costs, transportation, household maintenance 
and operations, personal maintenance, and necessary incidentals.

(2) Payment standards for assistance units in medical institu-
tions and other facilities are based on the need for clothing, person-
al maintenance, and necessary incidentals (see WAC 182-513-1300 and 
182-515-1500).

(3) Need and payment standards for persons and families who do 
not reside in medical institutions and other facilities are based on 
their obligation to pay for shelter.

(a) Eligibility and benefit levels for persons and families who 
meet the requirements in WAC 388-478-0010 are determined using stand-
ards for assistance units with an obligation to pay shelter costs.

(b) Eligibility and benefit levels for all other persons and fam-
ilies are determined using standards for assistance units who have 
shelter provided at no cost.

(c) For recent arrivals to Washington state who apply for tempo-
rary assistance for needy families (TANF), see WAC 388-468-0005.

(4) Starting July 1, 2012, the monthly cash assistance grant for 
an assistance unit cannot exceed the payment standard for a family of 
eight listed in WAC 388-478-0020(1).
[Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.08.090, 
74.04.510, and 2011 1st sp.s. c 15. WSR 13-18-005, § 388-478-0005, 
filed 8/22/13, effective 10/1/13. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.08A.100, 74.04.770, 74.08.090, and 2012 2nd 
sp.s. c 7. WSR 12-18-023, § 388-478-0005, filed 8/27/12, effective 
9/27/12. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 
74.08A.100, 74.04.770, and 74.08.090. WSR 11-21-024, § 388-478-0005, 
filed 10/11/11, effective 11/11/11. Statutory Authority: RCW 
74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.08A.100, 74.04.770, 74.08.090, and 
2008 c 329 § 207 (1)(e). WSR 08-21-134, § 388-478-0005, filed 
10/20/08, effective 10/28/08. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 
74.04.055, 74.04.057. WSR 04-05-010, § 388-478-0005, filed 2/6/04, ef-
fective 3/8/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 
74.04.057 and 74.08.090. WSR 98-16-044, § 388-478-0005, filed 7/31/98, 
effective 9/1/98.]
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